Ghost Guns Arm Far-Right Extremists
Ghost guns are predictably emerging as a weapon of choice for violent criminals,
dangerous extremists, and other people legally prohibited from buying ﬁrearms.
Everytown recently analyzed 10 years of federal prosecutions involving ghost guns,
revealing 2,513 ghost guns connected to criminal activity and a troubling link to far-right
extremism:1
●

In May 2021, authorities in Pennsylvania found almost $1 million of
methamphetamine, six fully assembled ghost guns, three partially complete ghost
guns, and Nazi paraphernalia during a raid on the home of two felons.2

●

In May and June 2020, members of the far-right extremist “boogaloo” movement
used a ghost gun to carry out premeditated attacks at the federal courthouse in
Oakland and in Santa Cruz, CA, killing two law enforcement o cers.3

●

In January 2020, authorities arrested three members of a white-supremacist terror
group who planned to travel to Virginia, where they hoped to use a gun rights rally
to ignite a civil war.4 One member of the group had made an AR-15 ghost gun using
parts and jig widely available online.5

●

In 2017, FBI agents seized more than 20 guns from a neo-Nazi sex o ender,
including a ghost gun assault-style riﬂe.6

●

A white-supremacist group made AR-15 ghost guns after bombing a Minnesota
mosque and attempting to bomb an Illinois women’s health clinic in 2017.7

Searches of online forums popular with white supremacists show extremists openly
discussing the beneﬁt of ghost guns and sharing advice on how to make them. On 4chan,
commenters shared tips for building ghost guns amid a steady stream of racist,
anti-Semitic, and homophobic slurs. A rabidly racist and anti-Semitic user posted a guide
for building an “untraceable, unserialized AR-15,” which has been circulating on 4chan for
years. After an extremist in Germany used a homemade gun to attack worshipers at a
synagogue, 4chan users shared a guide for making the shooter’s gun.
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